PLATT,   HOUSMAN  AND  KER
Lord Reay, that they might have someone to rule over them
(together with a new and more energetic secretary). Oliver
writes:
The critical day (circa Midsummer, 1900) on which these
measures were adopted by the Council is still fresh in my
mind, and how the President, Lord Reay (in the absence of
the Secretary), detained Housman at the end of the meeting
to draft the minutes, and how I discharged the humbler
office of telegraphing on Housman's behalf to his friends who
were awaiting him at Henley (it was regatta week) that he
would be joining them at a later hour than arranged, but
that they should 'keep supper' for him.1
But once the business affairs of the College had been put
straight by a Principal and an energetic secretary, Housman
went back cwith relief and thankfulness to his proper job3. He
did not, like W. P. Ker, continue to play a large part in College
and University affairs. But he was an energetic Treasurer of our
Dining Club, and Oliver tells how his own 'rudiments of a taste
in wines' were 'definitely cultivated and enlarged through con-
tact with Housman'. Women were beginning to be appointed
to the staff of the College. A proposal that they should be
eligible for the Dining Club cwas killed by Housman's invective'.
Less than three years after Housman had joined us, William
Ramsay, working in his improvised laboratories in the cellars
of the College, startled the world when he (together with the
then Lord Rayleigh) discovered argon. Ramsay's share in this
discovery was to be celebrated by a dinner at University Col-
lege, at which Sir Henry Roscoe was to have proposed the
principal toast. To everyone's consternation, Roscoe, the day
before, telegraphed an apology for absence. Oliver, who was
making the arrangements and who had heard from an Oxford
source of Housman as an after-dinner speaker, persuaded him
to fill the gap. Housman's speech, undertaken, in Oliver's
words, 'from kindness of heart for a colleague in adversity', was
the success of the evening. From that time he was the refuge of
those at University College who had to organize formal
dinners. One to W. P. Ker was enlivened by Housman's
1 University College Magazine, March, 1937
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